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TITLE:  

Property Transfer Policy  

PURPOSE:  

To obtain Board approval of a proposed policy allowing the no-cost transfer of 
WMATA-owned real property to local jurisdictions and state governments for 
reimbursable and other transit projects and to apply any sale proceeds from land 
transfers with non-governmental entities in connection with these projects to the 
particular reimbursable or transit project.  

DESCRIPTION:  

Transit projects requested by the local jurisdictions and state governments that 
provide WMATA with new transit facilities are typically classified as reimbursable 
projects and governed by Board Resolution #99-63.  Resolution #99-63 
specifically excludes adjacent construction projects, charter bus services and 
projects with a full funding grant agreement.  
  
With the completion of the 106-mile system, the number and complexity of 
reimbursable projects and other transit projects sponsored by local jurisdictions 
and state governments has increased.  Some of these projects require the 
transfer of WMATA-owned real property in furtherance of these projects.    
  
Under the proposed policy, WMATA may convey its real property at no cost to 
the sponsoring jurisdiction, or to a non-governmental entity for consideration at 
the request of the sponsoring jurisdiction, in connection with a reimbursable 
project or a jurisdictional transit project that will improve WMATA transit facilities 
at no cost to WMATA or generally enhance Metro transit operations.  Under this 
policy, such a no-cost transfer of WMATA-owned real property would be 
permitted provided that i) there is no cost to WMATA other than the real estate 
contribution; ii) such a conveyance does not negatively affect Metro`s operations, 
or its regionally-funded annual operating or capital improvement program 
budgets; iii) the enhanced benefit of the transit improvements is commensurate 
in value to the real estate that is being contributed; iv) the transfer is approved by 
the Federal Transit Administration, if required; and v) if WMATAor the sponsoring 
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jurisdiction receives funds from a non-governmental source on the land 
transaction or yields any other savings, those funds shall be applied to that 
particular reimbursable or transit project.  The policy would not apply to Joint 
Development projects or the disposition of excess property. 

FUNDING IMPACT:  

WMATA currently receives fair market value for the transfer or conveyance of its 
real property, and the proceeds are deposited in the Capital Budget or the Transit 
Infrastructure Investment Fund (TIIF).  Under the new policy, WMATA would 
receive no revenue from the conveyance of those properties which meet the 
criteria outlined in the proposed policy. However, WMATA receives in return new 
transit facilities or enhancement of Metro`s transit operations. 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Board approve the policy allowing the no-cost transfer of WMATA-
owned real property to local jurisdictions and state governments for reimbursable 
and other transit projects and to apply any sale proceeds from land transfers with 
non-governmental entities in connection with these projects to the particular 
reimbursable or transit project. 
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Purpose

• To provide the Board, at its request, information detailing the disposition
process for WMATA-owned real property
T b i B d l f li ll i f f WMATA• To obtain Board approval of a policy allowing no-cost transfers of WMATA-
owned real property to local jurisdictions and state governments for
reimbursable and other transit projects

G ll PlGallery Place
Joint Development Project

8021 Georgia Avenue, Silver Spring, MD
Excess property sold April 2007
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Two Kinds of WMATA Property for Salep y

Joint DevelopmentExcess Property Joint DevelopmentExcess Property

11507 Georgia Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland

Navy Yard East Metrorail Station
NW corner of M Street at New Jersey Avenue 
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Excess Property - Screening

Excess Property: Property not required for the continued use, operation, or 
maintenance of the Metro system or property that can be 
disposed of subject to the reservation/replacement of WMATA 
facilities
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Excess Property – Disposition Options
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Joint Development Property

Joint Development Property: Property marketed to office, retail/commercial, 
recreational/entertainment and residentialrecreational/entertainment and residential 
developers with the objective of developing 
transit-oriented development projects

Current Board policy requires lease vs. sale whenever possible
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Recommendation

• That the Board approve the policy allowing the no-cost transfers of
WMATA-owned real property to local jurisdictions and state governmentsp p y j g
for reimbursable and other transit projects

R l M t

Rosslyn redevelopment
rendering

Rosslyn Metro      
Entrance

Phase II – Residential 
Development

Phase I – Office DevelopmentRosslyn Metrobus/Metrorail
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PRESENTED & ADOPTED: 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY REAL PROPERTY TO LOCAL 
JURISDICTIONS AND STATE GOVERNMENT FOR REIMBURSABLE AND 
OTHER TRANSIT PROJECTS 

PROPOSED
 
RESOLUTION
 

OF THE
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 

OF THE
 
WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY
 

WHEREAS, On October 28, 1999, the WMATA Board of Directors passed Board Resolution 
#99-63 which provides for policy guidelines for reimbursable projects stemming from 
requests by the local jurisdictions and state governments that are of benefit to the 
Authority; and 

WHEREAS, With the completion of the 106-mile system, the number and complexity of 
reimbursable and other transit improvement projects sponsored by local jurisdictions and 
state governments have increased; and 

WHEREAS, Some of these projects necessitate the transfer of Authority property in 
furtherance of the projects; and 

WHEREAS, Because these projects will benefit the Authority directly in the form of new 
transit improvements or generally enhance Authority transit operations, it can be 
appropriate to convey the affected Authority property at no cost to the local jurisdictions 
or state governments, provided that such transfers do not negatively affect the Authority's 
operations, approved annual operating, capital improvement program, or subsidies; and 

WHEREAS, At times, land transactions with the non-governmental entities associated with 
these projects may yield additional funds which can be used to support the particular 
reimbursable or transit project; now, therefore be it 

RESOL VED, That the Board of Directors encourages staff to support, to the extent possible, 
requests for reimbursable and other transit projects sponsored by the local jurisdictions and 
state governments that are beyond the regionally funded annual operating, capital 
improvement program and subsidies approved by the Board of Directors subject to the 
following gUidelines: 

1.	 Upon request by a sponsoring jurisdiction for the transfer of Authority property at 
no cost to the sponsoring jurisdiction or to a non-governmental entity for 
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consideration at the behest of the sponsoring jurisdiction, in connection with a 
reimbursable project or a jurisdictional transit project which will improve Authority 
transit facilities at no cost to the Authority, or generally enhance Authority transit 
operations, the Board of Directors will consider such a transfer for approval, 
provided that: 

(i)	 there is no cost to the Authority, other than the real estate contribution; 
(ii)	 the transfer will not adversely affect Authority's operations, or its regionally 

funded annual operating or capital improvement program budgets; 
(iii)	 the enhanced benefit of the transit irnprovements is commensurate in value 

to the real estate that is being contributed; and 
(iv)	 the transfer receives the approval of the Federal Transit Administration, if 

required. 

2.	 If the Authority or the sponsoring jurisdiction receives funds from a 
non-governmental source on the land transaction or yields any other savings, those 
funds shall be applied to that particular reimbursable or transit project; and 

3.	 This policy does not extend to Joint Development projects or the disposition of 
excess property; and be it finally 

RESOLVED, That this Resolution shall be effective immediately. 

Reviewed as to form and legal sufficiency, 

Carol B. O'Keeffe' :: 
General Counsel 
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